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Dear HVRC Members: 

Recently there has been much confusion over the use of the Hunters Valley Riding rings, particularly as related to group 
lessons.  The HVRC Board feels it is important to clarify the rules on the use of the rings for the continued enjoyment of 
everyone.  This is not a change in the rules, but rather it is meant to supplement and further explain the existing HVRC 
Rules and Guidelines and the HVRC Policies and Procedures. (See the December 2003 HVRC Newsletter for a copy of 
the Policies and Procedures at http://www.hvrc-va.org/forms/1203.pdf as well as the Rules and Guidelines, http://
www.hvrc-va.org/rules.html.  Please remember that each of us is responsible for abiding by these rules whether 
giving or receiving a lesson. 

Individuals may use the HVRC rings for lessons or riding at any time, including the time slots allotted for group 
lessons. Instructors are not required to be members of HVRC but must sign a liability release waiver (see 
Membership Rules).�

Group lessons may only take place in the Jumping Ring at the times (see below) determined by the HVRC Board.  
Group lessons can not occur at other times unless an exceptional case, defined below, is approved by the 
HVRC Board.  Group lessons are not allowed in the Dressage Ring. 

A group is defined as three or more riders who are being instructed or are participating in a clinic being taught by 
an instructor, member or family unit. (The concept of family unit as a member is introduced in the general 
HVRC Policies and Procedures Sections 2.3 and 2.5).�

The times allotted for group lessons are decided by the HVRC Board with inputs from the membership.  The 
allotted times are posted on the HVRC website and in the newsletter. The Board will review the group lesson 
schedule periodically. Group lessons are currently allowed on Wednesdays from 4:00-5:00, Thursdays 
from 4:00-6:00, and Saturdays from 10:00-12:00.  To be perfectly clear – these are the only times allotted 
for group lessons. 

For exceptional cases, which may include clinics, the request must be made to the President/Vice-President in 
writing (either e-mail or letter) at least one week in advance of the requested time allotment.  This lead time is 
required to allow for Board approval and notification of  the general club membership (via email).  A sign must 
be posted by the requestor, after Board approval, at the Jumping Ring 48 hours in advance for these 
exceptional circumstances. 

Failure to abide by these rules may result in corrective action.  The Board will decide the appropriate action to take 
depending on the specific circumstances.  Corrective action, in the extreme, can include the loss of riding 
privileges for members involved in any infraction (see HVRC Policies and Procedures Sections 3.5). 
Instructors may also lose their privilege to use the HVRC rings. 

If any member sees an infraction and wants to initiate a complaint, they should notify the President/Vice-President 
in writing (either e-mail or letter).  The President/VP will make an initial determination of how to proceed, to 
include clarification of the circumstance, if required, with both the person who filed the complaint and the 
person(s) against whom the complaint was filed.  The President/VP can either suggest that the complaint be 
dropped or forward the complaint to the Board (with the agreement of the person who filed the complaint).  If 
the President or VP recommends that the complaint be dropped, the person who filed the complaint may 
choose to bring the matter directly to the Board, in person, at the next regularly scheduled meeting. 
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      Sincerely, 

              Paul Pearson, HVRC President 

      Julie Hansen, HVRC Vice President 

The Hunters Valley Rider 
� � � � � � � � � 	�   ! 	
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Volunteers Needed December 9th & 10th to help install two fiberglass bridges on the Cross County Trail.  They are 
lightweight and designed so that volunteers can help set them up yet are strong enough for horses.  One of them is for 
the section of the trail to Fox Lake, so HVRC members could use it a lot. Let Beverly beverlydickerson@spectrum-
systems.com know if you can help either day.   Note that these dates are contingent on getting the building permit. 

Nominating Committee Formed for 2006  
Penny Henon, Georgina Price, and Walt Schlie, are preparing a slate of officers and board members for 2006. Anyone 
interested in serving on the HVRC Board of Directors should contact one of these individuals before December 16, 
2005. Elections will take place at the HVRC Annual Meeting to be held in January.�

 

                          HVA HOLIDAY PARTY REMINDER 

December 3, 2005 

7:00 PM till mid-night 

Reservation Required

 

Successful Dressage Arena Workday — On November 6th, Barbie Hamblen, Julie Hansen, Carl Carter, and Gita 
Wallander moved footing back into the ring, scraped the sides, weeded, and smoothed out the footing in the ring.  
Thanks to them for their hard work!�

 

Everyone was well fed by the cooks and the weather was perfect for the Breakfast Ride on October 16th.  Twelve rid-
ers made the trek to the Fairfax Hunt Club House where Jane Mousavires and her team of cooks fed over forty people! 
 While the human breakfasters enjoyed pancakes, sausages, eggs, etc. inside, the equine participants grazed happily in 
the small pasture with no squabbles over which was the best patch of grass.  (Did Jane send her list of helpers?)    By 
the way, the Park Authority has already cleared the downed pine trees that blocked the trail in Fairfax Park.  Lizzie Hines 
and Vic found a route uphill and around the trees to lead the group around, so everyone came through safely.  The 
homeward route took a different trail.   
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